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01. Executive Summary

Prague has emerged as a compelling relocation destination for remote workers, digital nomads, and international
professionals. As of 2026, this report by Living Cost Atlas provides a rigorous, data-driven assessment of the city's
cost landscape, livability metrics, and relocation risk profile.

“ Prague in 2026 sits in a strategic sweet spot: EU and Schengen
membership, a Zivnostensky List (trade licence) route that remains one of
the cheapest EU self-employment pathways, rents and daily costs 30-50%
below comparable Western European capitals, and an architecturally intact
historic core that makes the city genuinely pleasant to live in rather than
tourist-through.

Estimated Monthly Living Costs

Resident Profile Monthly Estimate (CZK) Lifestyle Descriptor

Shared housing, local transport, home

Budget Nomad K1,110 - K1,576 .
cooking
Standard Remote Professional K2,091 — K2,952 Private 1BR, COW(())LKtmg’ regular dining
. . Prime district, premium services,
Premium Lifestyle Expat K4,298 — K6,481+

schooling

Costs include rent, utilities, food, transport and discretionary spending. International schooling, vehicle ownership and premium health cover are
additional.

Key Strengths

EU + Schengen Access Full Schengen mobility plus EU market access at Central-European prices.
Zivnostensky Route Cheap and well-understood self-employment entry for non-EU citizens.
Engineering Talent + Tech Cluster Real R&D; and startup ecosystem in Karlin/Holesovice.

Daily Costs Rent, groceries, and dining 30-50% below Western European capitals.
Architectural Quality Historic core intact; daily walks are materially pleasant.

Daily-life pubs and cafes are genuine social institutions, not tourist traps; among the

Cafe + Pub Culture )
most affordable in Europe.

Metro + tram + bus network is dense, reliable, and inexpensive (CZK 550/month

Public Transit (+Trams) unlimited)
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Central European Connectivity Prague is a rail hub: Vienna (4h), Berlin (4h), Munich (5h), Warsaw (7h) all single-seat.

Key Risks

Risk Factor Impact Summary

. . Tax, immigration, and most official paperwork defaults to Czech. Budget for translator
Czech-Only Administration . . )
support or a relocation specialist for the first 6-12 months.

Dec-Feb is cold and often grey; air quality sometimes elevates during
inversion-heating days. Not extreme, but a real factor for new arrivals.

Winter Climate

Housing Tightenin Vinohrady and Karlin rents have risen materially since 2021; expect 2-6 weeks active

usi | |
g g search for a quality long-term flat.

Mala Strana and Old Town are tourist-saturated; residential quality of life is unaffected

outside those zones.

Over-Tourism in Centre

Old Town tram routes (22/23), Wenceslas Square, and Vaclavske namesti have active
Pickpocketing + Currency Scams pickpocketing; currency-exchange shops in tourist zones routinely swindle. Use
Revolut, Wise, or bank ATMs.

Zivnostensky holders above CZK 2M/year annual turnover must VAT-register and file

DPH/VAT Reporting (Zivno
P 9 ) monthly/quarterly returns; Czech accountant essential.

LCA Index Score — Prague 2026

7.5 ‘ 8.1 ) 8.5 8.1 7.0

AFFORD. INFRA SAFETY QoL ECON.

. . . Contributio .
Dimension Weight Score N Rationale

40-60% below Western EU peers; food, dining out,

Affordability 30 % 7.5/10 2.25 . .

and transit are exceptional value.

Excellent transit, fibre, healthcare; banking and
Infrastructure 20 % 8.1/10 1.62 ) . g

admin moderate friction.

Numbeo top-25 globally; petty theft in tourist zones
Safety 15 % 8.5/10 1.27 peo g v: PEY . L

(Old Town, Wenceslas Square) is the main risk.

Compact walkable city, world-class architecture,
Quality of Life 20 % 8.1/10 1.62 vibrant cafe and pub culture; climate cold/grey 6

months/year.
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Dimension

Economic Stability 15 % 7/10

Contributio
n

1.05

PRAGUE 2026 — COST OF LIVING REPORT

Rationale

EU + NATO macro + CZK has been stable; inflation

2—-4%.

COMPOSITE INDEX
SCORE

100 % —
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Inside the Full Report

This 5-page preview shows the cover, executive summary, monthly budget scenarios, and key strengths for
Prague. The complete 25-page relocation guide adds:

Quick Fact Sheet Detailed Cost Breakdown

Population, language, climate, sunshine, healthcare, salaries Rent (studio to 3BR), utilities, internet, groceries, dining, transport
5 Neighborhood Analyses Work Infrastructure

Rent ranges, character, strengths and limitations per district 8-point scorecard: internet, coworking, banking, visa, English, tax
Quality of Life City Comparison

7 dimensions: safety, healthcare, walkability, climate, culture, air ~ vs 4 peer cities with side-by-side rent, food, totals

Risk Factors LCA Index Score
Top-6 risk vectors (HIGH / MODERATE / LOW) with mitigations 5-dimension composite with rationale, gauges, methodology

Final Verdict
Recommendations for nomads, families, founders, retirees

Get the complete Prague guide - K4.99

25 pages - instant PDF download - lifetime access

livingcostatlas.com/ebook/prague

Secure payment via Stripe - 30-day money-back guarantee
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